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North Carolina Stroke Association Awards Grant to Vidant Beaufort Hospital
for Advanced Primary Stroke Center Certification
WINSTON-SALEM, N.C. (June 1, 2018) — The North Carolina Stroke Association (NCSA) has
awarded Vidant Beaufort Hospital in Washington, N.C. a $43,000 grant as part of the association’s
Time is Brain, Time for Change initiative.
The goal of the NCSA is to ensure that every North Carolinian has access to timely, state-of-the-art
stroke care no matter where they happen to be, across the state. With this grant, Vidant Beaufort
Hospital will fund programs required for it to become certified as an Advanced Primary Stroke Center
by Joint Commission.
“We are so pleased to provide this funding to Vidant Beaufort Hospital as they advance stroke care for
their patients and the larger community,” said NCSA executive director Beth Parks. “Although
significant strides have been made in reducing the incidence and impact of stroke across our state, it
remains a major health issue for North Carolina, especially in the eastern counties.”
North Carolina is one of 11 states that make up the nation’s Stroke Belt where death rates from stroke
are higher than the rest of the U.S. The coastal plain of North Carolina is in the “Buckle” of the Belt
where the death rates from stroke can be twice as high as the national average so the need for
advanced stroke care is paramount. Currently, only seven of the 43 hospitals in North Carolina
certified as Acute Stroke Ready, Advanced Primary Stroke or Advanced Comprehensive Stroke
Centers are located in these eastern regions.
“Stroke is one of the leading causes of death in Beaufort and surrounding counties. This grant from
the NCSA will help support our work to improve diagnosis and treatment of stroke and enhance stroke
education for both our clinical staff and local emergency medical services personnel,” said Anthony
Frank, MD Emergency Department and Stroke Medical Director at Vidant Beaufort Hospital.
Vidant Beaufort is the fourth hospital serving the counties of eastern North Carolina to receive a grant
from NCSA’s Time is Brain, Time for Change initiative. Other area hospitals who have received
NCSA grants are Vidant Edgecombe Hospital in Tarboro, Vidant Chowan Hospital in Edenton, and
Vidant Roanoke-Chowan Hospital in Ahoskie.
“Prevention, early detection and knowing the warning signs of stroke are so important for our at-risk
community,” according to Harvey Case, President of Vidant Beaufort Hospital. “This grant from the
NCSA supports our mission and our commitment to provide high-quality stroke care throughout the
region and as close to home as possible for those we serve.”

About the N.C. Stroke Association
The North Carolina Stroke Association is a 501 (c) 3 organization founded in 1998 by a group of
physicians and lay people who saw the need to address the state’s increasing prevalence of stroke
and its attendant disabilities. With operational seed money from the Kate B. Reynolds Charitable
Trust, NCSA began to fulfill its mission to reduce the incidence and impact of stroke in North
Carolina through collaborations to facilitate screening, education, outcome assessments and
advocacy. For more information, visit www.ncstroke.org.

About Vidant Health
Vidant Beaufort Hospital is part of Vidant Health, a mission-driven, 1,512-bed health system that
annually serves more than 1.4 million people in 29 eastern North Carolina counties. The not-for-profit
system is made up of 12,000 employees, eight hospitals, home health, hospice, wellness centers, and
Vidant Medical Group, a multi-specialty physician and provider group with more than 420 providers in
more than 80 practice sites in eastern North Carolina. Vidant is affiliated with The Brody School of
Medicine at East Carolina University. As a major resource for health services and education, Vidant
has a mission to improve the health and well-being of eastern North Carolina. For more information,
visit www.vidanthealth.com.

